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Shaw's health and declined to scrap the speech which he had
prepared. It was an oration in The Fountain's best prose. I
sometimes wonder whether Morgan's studied stuff may not
go the same way as that of Walter Pater, George Meredith,
Henry James, and George Moore, who is his idol. Samuel
Butler said : " I never knew a writer yet who took the smallest
pains with his style and was at the same time readable." If
at a party somebody asked me to state offhand who in my opinion
were the six best prose-writers, I should say, Job, Shakespeare,
Bunyan, Defoe, Dickens, Shaw. If pressed for the reason
I should say it was because they never thought about style and
so achieved a rhythm like that of the golf-caddie who does not
know how to swing a club but just swings it.
Dinner to J. C. Squire. A worse fiasco. Not far from me
was a rude, much be-Tatlered society madam. She was about
a quarter tipsy, and throughout the entire meal I wished I was
anywhere else. Opposite was Vyvyan Holland, looking the
oddest mixture of Oscar Wilde, J. B. Priestley, and Lilian Baylis.
Chesterton, who was in the chair, made a fine speech including
one sentence about English tradition, " of which our more
patriotic newspapers naturally know nothing.'7 Duff-Cooper
followed with fifteen minutes of Tory nit-wittery, after which
Rothenstein spread himself in the Jewish manner for another
ten minutes. Then Squire spoke and talked about nothing
except the difficulty of seating five hundred guests.
Made my broadcasting farewell on the zist. "Tried hard not to
force the note, and am rather disappointed at the small number
of subsequent protests ! I seem to have made my acquiescence
with the B.B.Q policy in sacking me too convincing. It was
gratifying when Hibberd came to the mike after my talk and
publicly thanked, me and wished me " au revoir," officially.
I dined with Siepman and Fielden at Boulestin's afterwards.
They told me to c* keep in touch " and " not go away." They
also want me to prepare a series of talks about great plays of
the past, /.<?., The Second Mrs Tanqueray, with a gramophone record
by Mts Pat giving the big scene. To be called " Stars in their
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